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REGIONAL ASPECTS ^™? 


i.ViJ V.A J- W ^ ' 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 


The City of Washington plays three roles as de- 
bited above. It is the national capital, the homeof 
nearly a million people, and the centra^ crty of^ l^ 
metropolitan area. In its metropolitan role, the city 
everts^ powerful effect on the surrounding communi- 
ties and in turn is vitally affected by development m 
the whole Region. This chapter reviews the regional 
considerations influencing the Coraptehens.ve Plan 
and points out the most important implications of th 
nlan for the rest of the metropolitan area-. _ 

P The remonal environment has figured prominently 
in nast planning for the City of Washington. The act 
of P 926 P establishing the National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission authorized that body tomake 
plans fo? the environs as well as the District of Colum- 
bia The Commission established a long record 
cooperation with the suburban Maryland and Virginia 
planners in the development of the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway and a system of P* m _ 

authorized by the Capper-Cramton Act, and its com 
prehensive Pkm of 1950 included recommendations for 
narks highways, and other improvements m the sub- 
urbs Since passage of the National Capital Planning 
Act in 1952? the National Capital Planning Commis- 
sion has worked closely with the suburban jurisdictions 
through the National Capital R e g lon ^ P lan “"| 
Council. Both the Transportation Plan of 1959 and the 
Policies Plan for the Year 2000 were collaborative 
efforts by Commission and Council. 


ME 


CHALLENGE OF REGIONAL GROWTH 


tm mm 

to about* 8(XkOOO.' The" Plarfproposes the development 
and redevelopment of the District in a manner which 
will improve the quality of living throughout e ci y 
while accommodating this growth. 

Plans for the District are also affected by 
urban response to continued population growth. The 
pattern of development in the suburbs can have im- 
portant implications for the central city in all aspects 
San life — housing, employment, transportation, 
education, recreation, etc. 


All planning for Washington and its metropolitan 
-egion is affected by one outstanding fact-the popula- 
ion of the Region is likely to continue its rapid growth 
: or many years to come. The Comprehensive Plan 
Dased on an assumed growth from 2.6 million in 1 
to 3.7 million or more in 1983. At such a rate 
increase, this metropolitan area would continue to be 
one of the fastest growing in the Nation, as it has bee 

for many years. , , - i- „ 

This prospective growth raises some basic polic, 
questions. How much of the new metropolitan popu- 
lation should be accommodated within the Distnc 


The Year 2000 Plan 


The Policies Plan for the Year 2000, published in 
1961, was prepared in recognition of the "} ter ? e P£IL 
ence of plans for the city and for the suburbs. Tins 
document set forth broad policies to guide the growth 
of the whole metropolitan area. These P°l>«“ are 
worthy of a brief summary here, since they provide a 
coed starting point for a consideration of the region 
Loects of the Comprehensive Plan. 

The Year 2000 policies were based on an assume 
growth of the Region’s population to 5 million in toe 
Year 2000. The population of the District would in- 
crease only a little, so the great bulk of the regional 
oopulation growth would take place in e suu e 
The Central Area of Washington would still be the 
dominant employment center in that year contoming 
about one-half of the regions Federal jobs and one 
third of all employment. 

\ large part of the suburban growth would be 
concentrated in new communities withpopulationso 
about 1 00,000. Each community would have a comp 
and intensively developed business district servmg as 
its “downtown.” These communities would be located 
along corridors radiating from Washington. A rapid 
St line and a freeway would follow each i corndor 
and there would be a transit station in each dowmtown 
center. Each suburban community would have a van 
etv of housing, with high-density developments locate 

near the center and progressively lower densities ex 
tending outward. Large amounts erf open space 
would be preserved within the “wedges between the 
corridors. 



SUBURBS The Regional population growth will be in the sub- 
rh. with Washington’s population increasing only sl.ghtly. A!* 

Wheaton? below-itself a new development a, nee World War II. 
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